
   This year’s Hall of Fame (HOF) induction 

ceremonies will be held at Whittier High 

School (WHS) on April 24th with the initial 

mixer to be held outdoors on the Horseshoe 

patio with drinks and h’ordeuvres served at 

2pm. The mixer will be followed by ceremo-

nies in the WHS Auditorium. We will follow 

all LA County and Whittier Union High 

School health guidelines to assure the safety 

of our attendees. Ticket holders will receive 

an update on safety protocols the week be-

fore the event and can expect to enjoy lively 

discourse at our hallmark fundraising event. 

A visit to the nearby HOF is anticipated with 

a rotation of guest groupings to avoid crowd-

ing and allow for social distancing. Please 

support this year’s inductees and our scholar-

ship fundraising with your attendance. 

Tickets and sponsorships are available at:  

https://www.whittierhighalumni.org/ 

or mail your check in the enclosed envelope. 
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Points of Interest: 

• Seven Inductees to be 

honored in HOF 

• Posthumous awards 
honor Journalist, Ju-
rist, and Educator 

(PAGE 2). 

• Newest members of 
the HOF cover a wide 
range of  accomplish-
ments from sports 
and science to arts 
and business     

(PAGE 3). 

• WHSAAEF presents 
scholarships to 20 
Cardinal Seniors 

(PAGES 1 & 4). 

• Three Aaron Morgan 
Scholarships awarded 

Theatre Arts seniors. 

• Four donors establish 
new scholarships: 
Adams, Algarin, Class 

of 1960, Nakamura. 

• Three additional 
scholarships awarded 
with your generous 

donations. 

• HOF ceremonies will 
be live in the WHS 

Auditorium 

• A Taste of Whittier 
mixer to precede 

HOF ceremonies 

Please Join these Lifetime Alumni Association Members: Tom August (’45), Brian & Patricia 
Beck (’61), Cathie (Moon) Brown (’49), Elizabeth (Snyder) Carroll (’48), Gordon Crocker 
(‘50), Stephanie Cuevas (‘09), Richard and Billie Deihl (’46), John & Robin Dewitt (’53), 
Ray & Joan Dezember (’52), George and Patricia Englage (‘54), Billy Eordekian (’75), Wal-
ter Garrett (’51), Marjorie Johana (Moon) Garrison (’48), Stuart Gothold (’52), Roderick 
Hills (’48), Amy (Balthaser) Jenkins (‘77), Don Jenkins (’49), Peter & Louise Kempf (’54), 
Richard Lantz (‘48), John Law DDS (‘70), Alan & Sylvia Lippincott (’79),  Frank McKenna 
(‘73), Dr. Joan Meister (’60), Jerome Montgomery (’52), Yosh Nakamura (Faculty), Dr. 
Daniel Orr (’68), Louise (Johnson) Pascale (’60), John and Laurie (Welsh) Peel (’74 & ’80), 
William Prentiss (’72), John L Richardson (‘52), Dr. Francine Rippy (’56), Judge Carlos 
Rodriguez (’55), Joyce (Wall) Schilling (’56), Tom Seminoff (‘51), Charlene (Peake) Sims 
(‘61), Ivannia Soto Hinman (’94), Sandy (Sanchez) Thorstenson (’73), Richard Welsh (’74), 
Bill Welsh (’70), Bill & Jan (Slater) Lopez Wood (’41 & ’47) 

20 Scholarships to be Awarded at Hall of Fame Ceremony 

 
     These 10 seniors are winners of the newest $1500 scholarships presented by WHSAAEF. 

Pictured clockwise from the upper left are (names―sponsors ): Joanne Cosina―Wendy Alane 

Adams Scholarship; Tabitha Mariscal―Robert Algarin Scholarship; Ashley Gonzales, Mary 

Lusinyan, Noah Reber―Alumni Association Scholarships; Steven Curfman―Class of 1960 

Scholarship; Jacob Diaz, Sophia Reyna, Geoffrey Toribio―Aaron Morgan Memorial Scholar-

ships; Payton Gomez―Yosh Nakamura Scholarship.       (See back page for 10 more awardees) 

https://www.whittierhighalumni.org/


ciation in the 1970’s.  While living in New-

port Beach Williams was elected to a term 

on the City Council and was one of the 

“key people” who helped establish the Up-

per Newport Bay as an ecological pre-

serve. He chaired the Hillside Preservation 

Task Force and the Open Space Advisory 

Committees for the City of Whittier. 

Ray was born in 1933 and died in 2013.  

He was a longtime Rio Hondo College 

professor of biology and created the 

school’s first ecological and environ-

mental courses.  He helped establish 

California’s first Earth Day and started 

Rio’s Wildlife Sanctuary and Natural His-

tory Museum.  He was a key player in 

establishment of the RHC Faculty Asso-

Page 2 Cardinal Chatter 

Born in 1925 Pierpont 

served in the US Navy in 

WWII.  He was a CBS White 

House Correspondent and 

Sunday Morning contribu-

tor. During his tenure with 

the press he covered six 

presidents—from Eisenhow-

er to Carter—the Korean 

War, the Kennedy assassina-

tion and the Iranian hostage 

crisis in a career that 

spanned more than four dec-

ades. His real-life role in the 

war led to a pair of appear-

ances on the TV show 

M*A*S*H, with his voice on 

the radio reporting the cease 

fire that would mark the end 

of the fighting and the end of 

the CBS program. He re-

ceived two Emmy awards as 

an American Broadcast Jour-

nalist, and died in 2011. 

Robert Pierpont — Class of 1943 

founder and officer of the Mexi-

can American Bar Association 

(MABA), the Latina Lawyers Bar 

Association and the Montebello 

East LA Bar Association.  Mary was 

the daughter of Mexican immi-

grants, born in Whittier and she 

leaves behind a legacy of advoca-

cy and contributions to her com-

munity. Join us on April 24th. 

Born in 1928 and died in 2019,   

Mary was the first Latina admitted 

to the California Bar in 1962.  She 

was the only woman in her law 

school class to graduate but was 

also Loyola Law School’s first Lati-

no graduate. Orozco opened her 

own law practice aimed at serving 

the Spanish speaking community 

specializing in family, civil and 

criminal law.  She was a co-

Mary V. Orozco — Class of 1946 

Ray Williams — Class of 1951 

Tickets only $50 



Ashleigh played water polo at the Tokyo 1964 Olympics 

and the 1968 Mexico City Olympics.  In 1965 he played 

in UCLA’s 1st undefeated season in the history of UCLA 

sports.  Dave coached at Modesto Junior College from 

1970-1992 and won 11 conference championships.  He 

won a gold medal at the 1967 Pan American Games and 

was inducted in the USA Water Polo Hall of Fame in 

1983. 

Page 3 Spring 2022 

Orr was an Eagle Scout 

who always wanted to be 

a dentist.  Today he is an 

oral maxillofacial sur-

geon, a lawyer, an anes-

thesiologist, an author, a 

professor, a forensic sci-

entist and father of 9 chil-

dren.  Daniel has served 

on the Department of 

Homeland Security Na-

tional Disaster Medical 

Assistance Team, DARE, 

FEMA, and the National Ski Patrol. He edits for a variety 

of professional journals and serves with a number of 

sports medical groups including UNLV athletics and the 

National Rodeo Finals circuit. He was LA area Eagle 

Scout of the Year his senior year at WHS. 

DAVID ASHLEIGH –1961 
Ashleigh played water polo at the Tokyo 1964 Olympics 

and the 1968 Mexico City Olympics.  In 1965 he played 

in UCLA’s 1st undefeated season in the history of UCLA 

sports.  Dave 

coached at Modes-

to Junior College 

from 1970-1992 

and won 11 confer-

ence champion-

ships.  He won a 

gold medal at the 

1967 Pan American 

Games and was 

inducted in the USA 

Water Polo Hall of 

Fame in 1983. Join 

us on April 24th, 

2022, to get the full 

story and share your memories of our extraordinary 

slate of  WHSAAEF Hall of Fame Inductees. 

CHERYLYN LAVAGNINO – 1969 
Cherylyn is a dancer, edu-

cator and business owner 

who earned her MFA at 

NYU’s Tisch School of the 

Arts. She toured nationally 

as a ballet soloist with the 

Pennsylvania Ballet and has 

been a member of the NYU 

faculty since 1987. She 

served as Chair of the 

Dance Department at Tisch from 2006-2014. As an edu-

cator she was honored with the prestigious David 

Payne-Carter Award for Teaching Excellence. Her crea-

tive career as a choreographer is characterized by tire-

less productivity and wide appreciation in the form of 

coveted grants in its support and widely distributed 

performances in New York and beyond, especially with 

the Cherylyn Lavagnino Dance Company.  

Voted most likely to succeed, Adams proved her class-

mates prediction by transforming her family recycling 

business to become one of the largest in the nation in 

the 20 years she spent with the firm. Wendy then set 

her sights on philanthropy, starting Rise Up Foundation 

in 2008. Focusing its goal on childhood literacy, the 

foundation supports teachers globally. Adding an MA in 

Diplomacy to her credentials (BA and CPA), she taught 

at Chapman University where she developed and 

taught a course in Social Entrepreneurship. Next she 

added author to her list of accomplishments and has 

become a celebrated creator 

of children’s books that have 

garnered awards too numer-

ous to name here. What is 

next? Digital Media! Attend 

the HOF fundraiser to learn 

more about her remarkable 

vision for global literacy and 

its transformative journey. 

DANIEL ORR –1968 

WENDY ALANE ADAMS - 1979 



Whittier High School 

Alumni Association and 

Educational Foundation 

PO BOX 65 

WHITTIER, CA 90608-0065 

GET YOUR  
HALL OF FAME 

TICKETS TODAY! 
ONLY $50 

20 Scholarships to be Awarded at Hall of Fame Ceremony 

We’re on the Web: 

WhittierHighAlumni.Org 

 

 

 

These ten Cardinal Seniors will be awarded with long-established, recurring scholarships ($1500, unless 

noted) sponsored as named below. Pictured clockwise from top left: Samantha Silva—WHSAAEF $3,000 

Scholarship; Zoe Espinal—Bewley/Lescsak Scholarship; Lia Cornejo—Freitag Sisters Scholarship; Tere-

sa Velasco—John Lasseter Scholarship; Vincent Silva—Vic Lopez Scholarship; Alani Morales—Richard 

Nixon Scholarship; Carolina Tarango—Ivannia Soto Scholarship; Adriana Naomi Hernandez—

Vanderwall Family Scholarship; Sophia Rodriguez—Welsh-Peel Scholarship; Gershwin Mason—

Woodward Family Scholarship 


